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tension, and ideas of taking action against Germany. Al the
beginning of December the situation had cleared sufficiently for
the visit to take place.
The Marshal, bearing already visible traces of an incurable
disease, gave me the opportunity of a thorough discussion. On
his side the conversation was mainly concerned with National
Socialism as the new political form of the German nation; he
spoke with notable candour. It seemed to me that he xvas
seriously considering the question of closer relations with
Germany, but was critical of her and as yet undecided,
evidently sharing the doubts expressed to me by many Polish
Ministers: what were Germany's real aims and intentions? He
made a very direct reference to certain particularly striking
features of the National Socialist regime, expressing doubts in
connexion with them as to the stability of the conditions in
Germany; this suggested that he would be glad to join in a
serious effort to achieve a settlement of German-Polish issues,
if conditions really were stable in Germany, and that his only
hesitation was due to the character of the National Socialist
dictatorship. Herr Hitler, said the Marshal repeatedly, was
taking too many risks. He had not changed the German
nation, and would not change it by the methods he was
adopting. He might seem to be doing so, but all the difficulties
remained; they had only been driven below the surface. In due
course they would reappear.
The Marshal referred to his own difficulties in training the
Polish nation. He had been trying for years, but he could not
say that he had succeeded. His arm was too weak. He added
that he was kept fully informed of events in Germany and in the
National Socialist Party. He went on to speak of a fundamental
mistake made by Hitler: he came too much into the fore-
ground, with the result that in the end he would have to bear
full responsibility himself. Only once had he, Pilsudsky, come
farther out of his reserve than he intended. Since then he had